XVI
EPILOGUE
THE years following the death of Queen Victoria are too near
to our own to admit of more than a catalogue of events. Queen
Victoria's son, Edward, Prince of Wales, now fifty-nine years
of age, acceded under the title of Edward VII. The state
funeral of the late Queen took place on February 2. The
crowning of the new King, however, was postponed on account
of his health.
In June of the next year, 1902, the Boer War came to an end
with the surrender of the enemy to the number of over 18,000.
On August 9 Kling Edward was crowned. Before the end of
the previous year, the first of his reign, the beginnings of a
notable change in communications was apparent, a wireless
message crossing the Atlantic for the first time. In 1903 began
more or less openly what had been in preparation for some
months, the consideration of a great diplomatic change on the
part of Great Britain.
After the crushing defeat of France by Prussia in 1870 and
the erection of a strong new German state under the King of
Prussia as German Emperor, the genius of Bismarck had
formed alliances all round, with the object of preventing a
revival of French power. He had attached the Russian Empire
and the Kingdom of Italy to his system, and the British Govern-
ment had consistently supported the new Germany, because
the tradition of danger from France survived, because Bismarck
had cleverly shepherded the French into making colonial ex-
periments on a large scale, because France perpetually pro-
tested against the presence of England in Egypt, most of all
because France was regarded as the only serious rival to England
in sea-power. The submarine was already in existence, and
it was from the French coast that the trade routes which con-
verge upon England were menaced.
The change in all this was due to German proposals to build
a considerable fleet. The new German Empire had rapidly
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